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THREE HELENANS WIN $1,000 WATKINS SCHOLARSHIPS AT UM
MISSOULA-Three University of Montana students from Helena have each received $1,000
Watkins scholarships to research and write senior honors research papers at UM.
During their senior year, 1981-82, Theresa Flanagan, Chris Miller and Dan
O'Fallon will be among 32 other UM seniors who will be working on science, social
science and humanities topics in the honors program.
Flanagan, who is majoring in computer science and mathematics at UM, will
study how to adapt the UNIX computer language, developed by Bell Laboratories for
large computers, to operate in a microcomputer.
According to Flanagan, the ever-increasing costs of new computer software, or
computer operating programs, demands that computer users adapt existing languages
and systems for their particular computers.

She added that the UNIX lanquage

already is an inexpensive, easy-to-use system which would enhance the small but
powerful microcomputers.
Her faculty adviser for the project is Dr. John Barr, assistant professor and
chairman of the UM computer science department.
Flanagan, daughter of James and Bernadette Flanagan, graduated from Capital
High School in 1978.
Miller, a major in political science and computer science, will research and
analyze the role of the transfer of high technology

like computer technology that

may have strategic military importance, from the United States to the Soviet Union.
(over)
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Miller said, "The path of high technology transfers has been and remains
very much a one-way street with the United States beinq the chief sunplier and
the Soviet Union acting as the consumer."

He said that most Americans are unaware

of these transactions and that i t is important for Americans to design public
policy concerning them.
Through his research, Miller plans to illustrate the Soviet Union's drive
for rapid technological progress, the development of high technology trade between
the United States and the Soviet Union and the effect such trade has on the arms
race and U.S. government policy.
Faculty advisers for Miller's project are Dr. Philip Maloney, assistant
professor of foreign languages in Russian, Dr. Thomas Payne, professor of
political science, and Dr. Donald Spencer, assistant professor of history.
Miller, son of Robert and Kay Miller, also is a 1978 graduate of Capital.
O'Fallon, majoring in political science at UM, has a joint research project
with Kathryn Timm of Billings to study historical, economic and political results
of the post-WWII nationalization of certain industries in Great Britain.
O'Fallon said that part of the project will try to determine whether
nationalization has made the British economy stronger or weaker and whether the
British model may help America develop policies to deal with some of the economic
and political problems it may be facing.
During the winter quarter, O'Fallon said that he hopes to be able to go to
London to study and interview British workers and government officials to determine
the success of the nationalization and social welfare programs from several view
points.

Dr. Thomas Payne, professor of political science, will be 0’Fallon* s project

adviser.
(more)
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O'Fallon, son of Anthony and Georgia O'Fallon, also graduated from Capital
High School in 1978.

In 1980 he was the third UM student to receive the national

$20,000 Harry S. Truman Scholarship since i t began in 1976.
Since the program began in 1978, a total of 114 UM students have been awarded
the competitive Watkins Scholarships based on their prior academic achievements
and the quality of their research proposals.

The scholarhsip funds come from

the Gordon and Anna Watkins Endownent at UM.
Gordon Watkins was a 1914 UM alumnus who was a Welch coal miner before he
came to the United States in 1906.

He received the doctor of philosophy degree

from the University of Pennsylvania in 1918 and an honorary doctor of laws degree
from UM in 1940.
Watkins taught in Illinois and California universities and was provost of
the University of California at Riverside until 1956.

He also authored several

books and articles on economics and labor relations and acted as a federal arbitra
tor and international consultant in economics.

While at UM, Anna Davis Watkins

was secretary to the UM president and graduated in English in 1915.
###

Both died in 1970.

